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Specifications for AMA/Consortium measures endorsed by the NQF are contained within this table. 

Additional clinical and technical specifications will be made available shortly.   
 
Measure Specifications:  The Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement (Consortium) 
provides specifications for obtaining the required data elements for its clinical performance measures 
based on the selected data source. 
 
Specifications For Electronic Medical Records 
 
Physicians utilizing an electronic health record system (EHRS) may be able to search their electronic 
database using standardized codes to identify patients and patient data for a performance measure.  
Some data elements may be entered into the electronic medical record by a physician or other clinician 
during a patient visit.  Other data elements may be electronically imported or manually entered into the 
EHRS from laboratory reports, radiology reports, and other reports from healthcare institutions where a 
patient receives care.   
 
We provide here standardized codes that are available for use in querying an EHRS for the required data 
elements.  We also provide an algorithm that describes how to query and calculate the measure 
numerator and denominator from the EHRS data. 
 
In some cases, standardized codes do not yet exist for required data elements.  The AMA, on behalf of 
the Consortium, and CMS are working with code developers to fill the gaps.  The AMA and CMS also 
continue to encourage EHRS vendors to provide functionality in their products to enable physicians to 
query the system and create the numerators and denominators for the measures.  Standardized coding 
will be useful for EHRS vendors to achieve this goal.  Vendors are encouraged to complete the 
Consortium measures license agreement application. 
 
Specifications for EHRS users that will be made available shortly: 
 

 Algorithm for measures calculation 
 Coding specifications (CPT®  Category I, CPT® Category II, ICD-9, SNOMED CT®, LOINC®, NDC) 

 
Specifications For Paper Medical Records 
 
Physicians utilizing paper medical records may obtain the data elements for the Consortium performance  
measures by either abstracting data from existing records or using a flowsheet to prospectively gather 
data.  Several tools are provided to assist physicians with paper records. 
 
A prospective flowsheet is provided; the flowsheet is intended to be attached to the top of a patient’s 
medical record and used to collect data from a given date forward, generally for a one-year period.  A 
retrospective data abstraction tool is available to assist in retrieving data from a medical record from a 
given date back in time.  Data abstraction definitions are provided to help an abstractor to find the 
required data elements in a medical record.  We also provide an algorithm that describes how to 
construct the measure numerator and denominator from the data elements and calculate the measures. 
 
Specifications for paper medical records that will be made available shortly: 
 

 Prospective data collection flowsheet 
 Retrospective data abstraction tool 
 Data abstraction definitions (including synonyms) 
 Algorithm for measures calculation 
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Specifications For Administrative Data (Paper or Electronic) 
 
All of the required data for obtaining the Consortium measures can be obtained from billing data (CMS 
1500 paper form or ASC X12N 837 electronic transaction standard for claims) only by using CPT® 
Category II codes.  These new, non-reimbursable codes enable the capture of the appropriate inclusions 
and exclusions for a measure and therefore provide complete data. 

 
Some implementers who have access to administrative claims data may choose to query claims data to 
identify which patients may be appropriate for the denominator of a measure and therefore which 
patients’ medical records should be pulled for abstraction.  For this reason, we also provide CPT® 
Category I and ICD-9 codes.  However, these codes alone do not provide for all of the exclusions 
specified for all measures and therefore cannot be used alone. 
 
Specifications for administrative data that will be made available shortly: 
 

 CPT® Category II Codes 
 CPT® Category I Codes and ICD-9 Codes 
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