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‘Principles of Medical Ethics,. . <~

The American Medical Association promulgates as a sug-i
gestive and advisory document the following:

P :
CHAPTER I.—THE DUTIES oF PHYSICIANS TO THEIR PATIENTS.

!
|
SecTioN 1.—~Physicians should not only be ever ready to obey |
the cazlls of the sick and the injured, but should be mindful of '['
the high character of thelr mission and of the responsibilities they '
must incur in the discharge of momentous dutles. Im their minis- .
trations they should never forget that the comfort, the health
and the lives of those entrusted to thefr care depend on skill, atten-
tion "and fidelity. In deportment they should unite tenderness, -
cheerfulness and frmndss, and thus inspire all sufferers with
gratitude, respect and confidence. These observances are the more
sacred because, generally, the orly tribunal to adjudge- penalties
for unkindness, carelessness or negiect is their own consclencs.
8g¢. 2.—Every patient committed to the charge of a physlecian !
should be treated with attention and humanity, and reasonable
induigence should be granted to the caprices of the siek. Secrecy
and dellcacy should be strictly observed: and the famillar and |
confdential intercourse to which physicians are admitted, in their |
profeasional visits, should be guarded with the most scrupulous -
fidelity and honor. . - . '

SEC. 3.—The obligation of secrecy extends beyond the peried of
professional services; none of the privacies of individual 6r domes-
tic iife, no Infirmity of disposition or flaw of character observed
during medical attendance should ever be divulged by physiclans, -
except when lmPerat-ively required by the laws of the state. The
force of the obligation of secrecy is so great that physiclang have
been protected in ita observance by courts of justice.

SEc. 4.—Frequent visits to the sick are often requisite, since
they enable the physician to arrive at a mora perfect knowledge
of the disease, and to meet promptly every change which may
occur. Unnecessary visits are to be avolded, as they give undue
anxiaty to-the patient: but to secure the patient against irritating
suspense and disappointment the regular and pariodical visits
of the physician should be made as pearly as possible at the hour :
when they may be reasonably expected by the patieat, -



8ec, 5.—0Ordinzarily, the physician should not be rorward to make
gloomy progunostications, but should not fail, on proper occasions,
to give timely natice of dangerous menifestations to the friends
of the patient; and even to the patient, If absolutely necessary.
Thig notice, however, {s at times s0 pecnilarly alarming when given
" by the physiclan, that its dellverance may often be praferably
_assigned to another person of good judgment. '

Szc. 68.-—The physician should be .a minister of hope and cow-
fort to the sick, asince life may be lengthened or shortened not only
- by the acta bit by the words or manner of the physician, whose
solemn dul:{a is to aveid all utterances and actiong having a ten-
dency to discourage and depress the patient.

3xc. 7.—The medical attezdant ought not to abandon & patient
because deemed incurable; for, continued attention may be highly
useful to the suffeorer, and comforting to the relatives, even in the
last period of the fatal malady, by aileviating paln and by soothing
" mental anguish, , :

8ec. 8.—The opportunity which a physician has of promoting and
_ strengthening the good resolutions of patlents suffering under the
congequences of evil conduct ought never to be neglected. Good
_counsels, or even remoustrances, will glve satisfaction, not offense,
{f they be tactfully proffered and evince a genuine love of virtue,
accompanied by a sincere interest in the weifare of the person to
whom they are addressed. :

CHaAPTER I1.---THE DUTIES OF PHYSICIANS TO EacH OTHER AND
TO THE PROFESSION AT LARGE,

ARTICLE L-—DUTIES TOR TEE SUPPORT OF PROFESSIONAL CHARACTER,

SgcTioN 1.—Everyone on entering the professlon. and thereby
becoming entitled to full professional fellowshif..lncnm an obligs-
tlon to uphold its dignity end honor, to exalt standing and to
extend the bounds of its usefulness. It ls inconsistent with the
principies of medical sclence and It !s lncompatible with honorabls

'standlng In the profession for physlciaps to designate thelr prac-
tlg:n %u based on an exclusive dogma or a sectarian system of
medicine.

8zc, 2.-—The physician should observe atrictly such laws as avrg
[nstituted for the government of the members of the profession;
should honor the fraternity as a body; should endeavor to promote
the sclence and art of mediciue and should entertaln a due respect
for those senlors who, by thelr labors, have contrlbutad to its
advancement. '

SEC. 3.—Every physlcian should !dentity himse!f with "the organ-
ized body of his profession as represented in the community in]
which he resides. The organization of local or county medical’
socleties, where they do not exist, ahouid be efected, so far as
practicable. Such county societles, coastituting as they da the
"chlet element of strength in the organizatlon of the professiom,
should have the active support of their members’ and should be
made instruments for the cultivation of fellowwship., for the ex-
change of profesgzional experience. for the advancement of medlcal
knowledge, for the maintenance of ethical staudards, and for the
promotion in general of the Interests of the professlon and the

" welfare of the publle, : i



7 * SEC. 4.---All county medlcal socletles .thus organized ought to
- place themseives |n afiliation with thelr respectfve state assoclia-
» tions, 2nd these, In tum, with the American Medical Associatien.
. 3BC. S5.—There ia no profession from the members of which
ter purity of character and a hlgher stapdard of moral excel-
.- ience are required than the medical: and to attain such emlpence
.-Is a duty every physiclan owes allke to the profession snd to
- patients. It ls due to the patlents, as without it their respect and
5 confidence can not  be commanded. and to the profession because
-.n0 sclentific attalnments can compensate for the want of correct
.mmoral principles. . B P .
. 'SEC. 8.~—It is Incumbent on physicians to be temperate in all
things, for the practice of mediclne requires the unremitting exer-
--¢ise of a clear and vigorous understanding;: and In emergencies—
«for which no physiclan should be unprepared—a steady hand, l.n‘|
. ‘gcute eye, and an unclouded mind are essentinl to the welfare and .
» even to the life of a human being. L L T
> 8pc. T.—It is Incompatible with honorable standlng ip the pro--
;. feaslon to resort to public advertisements or private cards inviting
“.the attention of personcs affected with .particular  dlsenses: to
- promise radical cures; to publish cases or operations In the daily
?rlnts. or to sufler such publications to be made: to Invite laymen
- (other than relatives who may desire to be at hand) to be present.
at operations; to boast of cures and remedles; to adduce certificates
of skill and auccess, dbr to employ_any of the other methods of
. charlatana. o TN
. .SBc. 8.—It Is equaliy derogatory to professional character for
physicians to hold patents for any surgical instruments or medl-
. c¢lnes; to accept rebates ot prescriptions or =surgical appiiances;
-- to assist unqualified persons to evade the legal restrictions govern-
ing the practice of madlcine; or to dlspenge, or promote the use of,,
secret medicines, for if sach unostrums are of real efficacy, any
= concealment regarding them Is Inconsistent wlith bepeficence and
s Drofessional -liberallty, and If mystety . alone give them publie-
s:notorlety, such craft implles either disgraceful igmorance or fraud--
‘ulent avarice. rIt 1s highly ‘reprehensible for ;Lalllayalclana to glve
5 certificates dttesting the efficacy of secret medicines, or other sub-
& stances used therapeutically. .. .. .fiiiy vl @ o s o sl n S e
7 ARTICLE IL—PROFESSIONAL BERVICES “OF PEYSICIANS ,TO EACH -
RIRTE e Tt T e T OPERR, I s e e ST e
¢ SpcTION 1.—Physiclans should not, as a genera! rule, undertake -
‘L the treatment of themseives, nor of members of thelr family. In
."such circumstances they are pecollariy dependent on each other;
i therefore, kind offices and professional sid should always be cheer-
L. fully and gratuitously afforded. Thesa visits cught not, however,
- to ba obtrusively made, as they may five rlse to embarrassment
‘.or interfere with that free choice on which such confidence depends.
oo 8Smpe. 2.—All practiciog physicians and thelr immediate family |
v.dependants are entitled to the gratuitous mervices of any ona or
- more of the physictans realding near them. .~ ... =7 "7t e
-~ 8§ec. 3.—When a physician ia summoned from a distance to”the *
- bedside of a colleague in easy flnancial circumstances, a compensa-—
““tion, proportionate to traveilng expenses-and-to the pecuniary .losa ._
“entailed by absence from the accustomed fleld of profesaional labor,
- should be made by the patient or relatives. . o .
©; -SRe, 4.—~When more than one physician is attending another,
. one of the number should take charge of the case, otherwise the
concert of thought and action so essential to wise treatment can .
‘nuot be assured. - . . ’ )
"~ 8Ec. 5.—The affairs of life, the pursult of health and the variona
accidents and contingencies to which a physician Is pecullarly ex-
posed sometimes require the temporary withdrawal of this physi-
,-cian from daily professiooal labor and the appointment of a col-
league to act for a Specified time, The coileague's compilance Is an °
sct of courtesy which shonld always be performed with the utmost
cions!deration for the h‘terest and character of the family physt-
cian. :

=
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ARTICLE IIT.—THE DUTIES OF PHYSICIANS IN REGARD TO.
: CONSULTATIONS,

SecTTON 1.-=The broadest dictates of humanity should be obeyed
by physiclans whenever and wherever their services are needed to
meet the emergencies of disease or accident. ,

Sec. 2.—Consultations should be promoted in difficult cases, as
they contribute to confildence and more enlarged views of practice.

Sec. 3.~—The utmost punctuality should be observed in the visits
of ?hyslclans when they are to hold consuiltationa, and this [s gen-
erally practicable., for society has been ‘so considerate as to allow
tlgg plea of a professional engagement to take precedence over all
others. . .

SEC, 4.—Ag professional engacements may sometimes cause delay
In attendance. the physiciamn who first arrives should walt for a
reasonable time, after which the comsultation should be considered
.28 postponed to a new appointment,

S8ec. 5.—-In consultations no insiocerity, rivalry. or envy should
be Indulged : candor, probity and all due reapect should de observed
.toward the phyeician In charge of the case, :

Sec. 6.—No statement or discusaion of the case shouid takas place
befors the patient or friends, except in the presence af all! the
physicians attendlng, or by thelr common consent; and oo oplniona
or prognostications should be dellvered which are not the result of

" previoua deilberation and coacurrence, ] ’

Sec, T.—No decision should restrain the attending physician

from making such subsequent variations In the mode of treatment
" as any unexpected change In the character of the case may de-
~mand. But at the next consultation reasons for the variations
* 'should be stated. The seme privilege. with Its abligation, belongs
‘to the consultant when sent for in an emergency dpring the ab-
- sence of the family physician, o e

- 810, 8.—The attending physician, at any tlme, may prescribe for
= the patient: not so the consultant, when alone. except in & case of
+ emergency or when cailed from a considerable dlatance. In the
. irat instance the tonsultant should do what is needed, and in the
. second should do no more than make an examlnation of the patient

and leave a written oplnion, under seal, to be dellversed to tha

attending pbysician, . :

Srec, 9.—All discussions !n consultation shonid be held as confl.

. dential. Neither by words nor by manner shouid any of the par-

ticlpants lo a consultation assert or {ntimate that any part of the .
treatment pursued did not receive hls assent. : oL
3ec. 10.—-It may happen that two physicians can not agree in
thelr vlews of the nature of & case and of the treatment to be
pursued. In the event of such disagreement a third physlcian
.Sbould, I practicable, be called In. None bot the rarest and most
exceptional circumstances would justify the consultant .ln- taking
charge of the case. He shouid not do 3o merely on the solicitation
‘of the patlent or friends. .
Sec, 11.—A physiclon who is called In consultatioz should ob-
- aerve the moat honorable and scrupelous regard for the character.
and standing of the attendlng physlcian, whose conduct of the case .
. should be fustified, as far as can be, consiatently with a consclentl-
- ous regard for truth, and no hint or !nslouatlon should be thrown -
gg;agﬁigh could lmpalr the confidence reposed in the attending



. - 4RTICLE IV.—DUTIES OF PHISICIANS IN CASES OF INTERFERENCH.

7+ SECTION l.~Medicine being & liberal professiom, those admltted
-to Its ranks should found their expectations of practice’ especlally -
"on the character and the extent of their medical education. - -

Se£c. 2.—The physiclan, in his Intercourse with a patient under
‘the care of another physiclan, should observe the strictest caution
and reserve: should give no dlsingenuous hints relative to the
.nature and treatment of the patient's disorder, nor should the
course of conduct of the physiclan, directly or indlirectly, tend to
:diminlsh the trust reposed im the attending physician. '
- SgC. 3.~—The same clrcumapection should be observed when, from'
motives of business or friendship, 2 physician la prompted to visit
-a person who Is under the direction of another physician., Indeed,
“guch visits should be avolded, except under peculiar elrcumstances;
-and when they are made, no inquiries should be instituted relative
:to the pature of the disease, or the remedies employed, but the
Ttopics of conversation should be as foreigm to the case as clrcum-

. 8tances will admit. . =xo. ot o0 Sl T LR
7 8EC. 4—--A physiclan ought not to take charge of, or prescrlbe
“tor, & patlent who has recently been under the -care of another
: physician, [n the same lllness,-except in case of a sudden emerg-
.ency, :or in comsultation with the physician previously im attend-
ance, or When that physician has reilpqaished the case or has been
.dismissed in due form, = -~ - R R R -;
. - SEC., 5.—The physician acting In conformity with the precediug
‘gsectlon should not maks damaging insinuations regarding the prac-
_tice previously adopted, and, indeed, gshould justify it If consistent
‘with truth and probity; for it often happens that patlents become
dissatistled when they are not immediately relleved, and, as many
diseases are naturally protracted, the geemling want of success, in
-'the first stags of treatment, affords no evidence of a lack of pro-
fessional knowledge or skill. L ! LT T
. S8EC. 6.—When 2 physician is called to dn urgent case, ‘bacause
the family attendant i{s not at hand, unless assistance in consuita-
tion 1a desired the former should resign the care of the patient
-immediately on the arrival of the famlily physician. .
—~ SEC. T.—-It often happens, in. cases of sudden lllness, and of accl-
-dents and -injuries, owing to.the alarm and anxiety of friends, that
" geveral physicians are simultaneously summoned.’ Under these cir-
cumstances, courtesy should assign the patiemt to the flrst who
arrives and who, 1f necessary, may invoke the ald of some of these
present. In such a case, however, the acting physician should
request that the famlily physician be called, and should withdraw
unless requested to continue in attendance. ) .

SEC. 8.—Whenever a physician Is called to the patient of an-
other physician doring the enforced absence of that physiclian the
case should be relinquished on the return of the latter.

Sec. 9.—A physician, while visiting a sick person in the country,
may be asked to see another pbysiclan's patlient becaunse of a aud-
den aggravation of the disease. On 3uch an occagion the fmme-
diate needs of the patient should be attended to and the case re-

- linquished on the arrival of the attending physician.

- Sgc. 10.—When a physiclan who has been engaged to attend an

. obatetric cmse s absent and anmother is sent for, delivery being ac-
complished during the vicarious attendance, the acting physician 1is
entitled to the profesalonal fee, but must reaign the patient on the
arrival of the phyaiclan Arst engaged. : . - 7%

Py



ARTICLE Y.—DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PHYSIICIANS.

SecTtioN 1.—Dlversity of opinion and opposition of {nterest may,
" In the medical aa in other professions, sometimes cccasion contro-
versy and even contention, Whenever guch tnrfortunate cages
occur and can not be !mmediately adjusted, they shculd be reférred
to the arbifratlon of a suficient number of impartial physiclana.
SEc, 2.—A pecullar reserve munst be malntained by physicians to-
ward the publlc In regard to some professional queatious, and as
there exist many points in medlcal ethics and etiquette through
which the feellogs of physicians may be painfully assailed !n their
intercourse. and which can not be understood or appreciated by
general scciety, neither the subject-matter of thelr differences nos
the adjudication of the arbltrators should be made publle. . ..:

ABRTICLE VI.—COMPENSATION, - . g

—

SecrioNn 1.—By the members of no profession are eleemosynary
services more liberally dispenaed than by the medical, but justlce
srequires that some lfmits should be placed to thelr performance.
Poverty, mutual professional obligations, and certain of the publle
duties named In Sectlons 1 and 2, of Chapter 1II, should always
be recognized as presenting valld c¢laims for gratultous services:
but nelther {natitutions endowed by the public or by the vich, or by
socleties for mutual benefit, for life {nsurance, or for analogous
. purposes, nor any profession or occupation, can be admitted to
possess such privilege. . o :
-~ SEC. 2—It can not be justly expected of physicians to furanlsh
certificates of inabllity to serve on juries, or to perform mlilitia
-duty ; to testify to the state of health of persons wishlng to lpsure
their llves, obtaln pensionsa. or the llke, without due compensation.
But to persons in Indigent clrcumstances such services shouild
always be cheerfully and freely accorded. ' - -

. 8pc. 3.~=Some general rules should be adopted by the physicliana

In every town or district relative to the minimum pecuniary ac-
knowledgment from their patfents;: and {t should be deemed =
point of homor to acdhere to these rulea with as much uniformity
as varying circumatances will admit, : _—



» SEec. 4.—It is derogatory to professional character for physicians
to pay or offer to pay commissions to any person  whatsoevel who .
may, recommend to them patienta requiring general or speclal treat-
~ment o1 surgical operations. . It I8 eqaally derogatory to profes-
.sl?nald character for physicians to solicit or to receive such com- :
miaslons. . Cot . . Lo . .

CHAPTER TII.—TuE DUTIES OF THE PROFESSION TO TItE PUBLIC.

- .8SgcTiON l.-—A$3 good ecitlzens it ls the duty of puysicians to be
very vigilant for the welfare of the commuanlty, and to hear thelr
part In sustaining its laws, Ilnstitucions and burdens: especiaily
‘shouid they be ready to co-operate with the proper authoritles in
the admlinistration aad the observance of sanitary laws and regu-
latlons, and they should also be ever ready to give counsai to the
publle in relation to subjects especially appertaining to their pro-
fession, as on questions of sanitary pollce, pebile hygiene and .legal
medicine, : . ’ ' R
Sec¢. 2.—It ls the province of pbhysicians to eniighten the publlc
In regard to quarantine regulations; to the locationm, arrangement,
and dpetaries of hospitals, asylums, schools, prisons and simllar
Institutions ; la regard to measures for the prevention of epldemic
and contaglons diseases; and when pestileace prevails, It Is thelr
duty to face the danger, and to continue their labors.for the allevi..
gtion of the suffering people, even at the risk of their own lives.
Sec. 3.—Physiclans, when called on by legally constituted au-
thorities, should always be ready to enlighten inquests and courts
of justice on subjects atrictly medical, suchk as Involve questicns
relating to sanity, legitlmacy, murder by poison or other vlolent
means, and vartoas other subjects embraced In the sclence of .med- .
lcal jurisprudence. "It I3 but just, however, for them to expect due.
‘compensation for their services. - .+ - LR
. Spe. 4.—It Is the duty of physicians, who are frequent wiinessea
of the great wrongs committed by chariatans, and of the injury to
‘health and sven destruction of life cauaed by the use of their treat-
ment, to eniighten the public on these subjects, and to make known
the injuries sustained by the unwary from the devices and preten- |
gions of artful lmpestors. | ' " 7.l oo e e el Tl s T
~ 8zc. 85.—1It is the duty of physicians to recognize and by legltls
mate patronage to promote the profession of pharmacy, on the skill
'and proficiency of which depends the rellabiiity of remedles;, but
any pharmaecist who, although educated {n bis own proféssion, (s
not a qualified physician,. and who assumes to prescribe for the
sick, ought not to receive such countenance and sapport. Any .
druggist or pharmacist who diapenses deteriorated- or sophisticated '
drugs or who substitutes one remedy for another designated In 2 -
prescription, cught thereby to forfelt the recognmition and infiuence
of phyalcians. : o : . s PP
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